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By Jonathan Walker Whitehall Editor |-
SUE Cook has urged Rachel | &
Reeves to deliver “a fair deal” |
Budget for OAPs, protecting the |
pension triple lock and ruling out

a tax raid on the most vulnerable.

: The ex-Crimewatch host, 76, joined
Later Life Ambitions campaigners who
TURN TO PAGE 4

_ PUTTING HER CASE:
TV host Sue Cook




4

~cost crisis,

Dally Express Wednesday, October 29, 2025

‘Bin council
taxtoease

say voters

‘Act with
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TV PRESENTER’'S PLEA

~ By Christlan Calgie
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tax in next month’s .
taxmnextmonth's ... .= FROM PAGE ONE The Government must not balance
A Budget - backing a new. - the books on the backs of the
-+ annual property levy :©  represent 250,000 older people to nation’s pensioners.”
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. ec:gmnndgnn. < proposals to make 1.2 million low- retary, said: “Penalising pensioners
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| (e the survey found.” . ple from working and providing for ety, recognises the dilemmas and
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_the current system for . . Ms Cook, also known for her work She added: “We hope the
- funding town halls - - - on hosting Children in Need, said: Chancellor will give older people a

 based on 1991 property -
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«I ater life should be a time of pur-
pose, confidence and connection —

good deal this autumn and deliver
on promises to deliver change for a

“regressive, outdated” . not uncertainty. fairer Britain.”

v..gwcmnno&m lottery. < «Qlder people still have a huge Alan Lees, NARPO chief execu-
Updating local .~ amount to give. With the right sup- tive, called next month’s Budget “an
; wc<§ob,~ funding . port and guidance, they can con- opportunity to provide a clear signal
. based on modern prices - tinue not only to enjoy full, inde- to the nation’s pensioners that their
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“voters asked what the - . tion and average earnings. However National Insurance contributions for are <m-=¢=-
. Chancellor shoulddoto .. giving the benefit of their insight there are fears the Chancellor could firms that employ over-60s.
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- Some 67% m—éﬂ@iﬁ- “Pve put my support behind the close a multi-billion pound shortfall.  warned: “The UK faces a shortfallin  Health Secretary Wes Streeting
reforming council tax, - - [1.A’s manifesto as a way to ensurea  Campaigners also want Ms Reeves the workforce of one million due to has admitted public finances are “in

_ '55% backed a freeze in
. fuel duty, 42% wanted a -
national insurance cut, . -

. and 40% supported . -
. cutting inheritance tax.

fairer, more sustainable deal for
older people.”

Ms Cook launched the Budget for
Later Life at a Parliament event.

to end the freeze on the income tax
threshold which means people with
just a modest private pension as well
as the state pension now pay tax.

early retirement and long-term sick-
ness among over-50s.

“Yet many older people want to
remain in work if given the flexibil-

a challenging state” and the
Chancellor is expected to increase
levies on people she considers the
most wealthy, with options including

gL : 4 The LLA’s campaign brings According to HM Revenue and ity and support.” a mansion tax on owners of proper-
& Andrew Dixonofthe = together the Civil Service Customs, another 1.2 million more  Other aims include tackling a gen- ties worth more than £2million.
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~ group said: “Momentum — Association of Retired Police tax by 2027 as a result of the freeze. retiring on lower incomes; a mini- mitted to helping our pensioners live
~ is growing to replace . ~ Officers and the National Federation ~ LLA urged the Chancellor not to mum income guarantee to ensure their lives with dignity and respect.

: stamp duty. and council . of Qccupational Pensioners. impose further rises in the state pen- every OAP has a decent standard of ~ “Thanks to our commitment to
tax with a Eﬂﬁ@nﬂ@:& , TV star Ms Cook said: “If policy- sion age, due to reach 68 between living; widening access to public the triple lock, millions will see their
property tax.” .. - .- makers don’t act with foresight now, 2044 and 2046, arguing that many transport; making housing safe, pension rise by up to £1,900 this

Ttisembraced by © © . the challenges faced today will con- people spend their later years in accessible and adaptable plus sup- parliament.”
northern Labour MPs . - tinue to affect the increasing number poor heaith and cannot work.! porting health and social care. The Chancellor has been meeting
- who believe the current of people entering later life in gener- Campaigners called for support to ~ Eamonn Donaghy, NFOP chief ministers from Gulf states on a visit

.- system oﬁ.nn—-»nmww ; ations to come.” help people stay in work longer to executive, said: “It’s an unsettling to the Future Investment Initiative

 their constituents and - Official statistics show two million avoid being a burden on the state, time for many pensioners who have global finance conference in Riyadh,

éﬂaﬁn—,—ﬁmam wealthy - - pensioners live in poverty and cam- including tougher enforcement of seen their spending power ravaged Saudi Arabia.

.southern home owners. .- paigners say it would be more with- anti-discrimination laws, a by inflation and who are concerned

il S +.% out the triple lock which ensures the Government-backed  skills pro- about paying for food and heating. OPINION: PAGE 12
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Hospices slash be

A CHARITY has blasted ministers for failing
hospices after a spending watchdog warned
the sector is cutting beds and staff after
losing £78million in one year.

The Government does not know how
much palliative and end-of-life care
independent adult hospices provide in

James Sanderson, the chief executive of  the variation in availability is a result of the  said: “Hospices do incredible work to Yes text DXYES to 63333
Sue Ryder, said: “This report demonstrates unplanned way the sector developed. support people and families when they need
the need to reform how palliative care is Nearly two thirds of independent it most, and we recognise the incredibly No text DXNO to 63333

delivered. It is exposing that the
Government doesn’t have a clear
picture of the value of hospices.

By Steph Spyro Deputy Political Editor

further pressure will be placed on the sector
with the demand for palliative and end-of-
life care anticipated to rise.

The availability of hospice care varies
greatly across England. Charitable hospices
were set up through voluntary action, and

hospices reported a deficit in 2023-24,
and overall expenditure was £78m
more than the income generated, the
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ds after £78million deficit

head of the NAO, said: “Independent
hospices play a key role in providing
palliative and end-of-life care and provide
choice for people at the end of their lives.

“With many more people expected to want
hospice care in the future, it is crucial that
the sector is financially resilient.”

The Department of Health and Social Care

tough pressures they are facing.
“The NAO report covers a period under
the previous administration.

Is the Government
neglecting the role
played by hospices?

YES: 0901133 4440
NO: 0901133 4441

Calls cost 50p pius network access charge.

Texts cost 50p plus standard network rate.

You must have the bill payer’s permission. Vote closes
at midnight tonight. The Daily Express may contact you

“Since then, we’ve made the biggest
investment in a generation — £100m - to
improve hospice facilities and have
committed to £80m for children’s and young
people’s hospices over three years.”
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“The sector is failing certain
communities. The care we provide,
which is envied across the globe,
must become available to everyone
who needs it.” The NAO said
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NAO said. Some hospices have
reduced services as a result, with
cuts to beds and staff. Gareth Davies,

by post, SMS and/or email with offers, qgoods or
services that may be of interest to you.
To stop receiving SMS messages please
text "NSNOINFO' to the originating number.
SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390.

SRS NI NS IIEN00IT000P0PO0008000000000RORNIORRRER0RS

Concerns...James Sanderson
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< England, the National Audit Office said.
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today’s challenges will
later life for generations’

E_ EN ..,

R
Watching out for
OAPs...Sue Cook
takes,lLLA’'s Budgat
“to Partiament
yesterday; inset,
,.iz?,o_.m:..@imwo:
« ‘co-presenter Nick
Ross, in 1988
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~ SUE COOK -

: ._.< presenter and En.a.
TOO aszh we talk about

“later {ife as if it’s a slow fade '

~a time to step aside and let
others take over. That’s not

 the reality | see around me. .

. Across Britain, older
people are still working,
caring, volunteering and
sharing the iﬁac.: o* _o:w !

_experience. °

They're :&&:n 33:3«

- together, mentoring 5::@&,. .

colleagues and bringing calm

“ judgment to busy workplaces..

Yet too many are n&a:«

v:asma to the margins, = -

“freated as though age makes

*them less capable. in truth, .
the opposite is oftenthe

case. A lifetime of mxvmzmznm
brings resilience, patience

. and perspective — qualities
_every organisation needs

more of, not less.

Older workers want to xmmv .
. contributing, but they aiso -
~want to be valued for what

they bring. With _mvos.. :

‘Older people are
- working, caring,
‘volunteering and

sharing wisdom’

- shortages across somany
- sectors, it makes no sense 8

overlook millions who are -
ready and able to work; or 3

-ghare their skills vu:.zam. or
-as mentors.

But later iife also gsau ,

~new pressures. Many older
" people find themselves

caring for grandchiidren, -

- elderly parents, sometimes
-~ an ailing spouse - all while
“managing rising costs and

smaller pensions. It can be

-tough, especially for women. =

Supporting older people

-means recognising both
.-sides of the story: their .
- continuing contribution, m:.n

»sm challenges they face.
~Peaple should be able to

- blossom in the third m.uuo of
- their lives - to live with .
.confidence, connection m:n/ 4

purpose. If we truly value

“experience, we must show.it: -
‘by vanmo::u the state .~

pension, giving fair tax -

“{reatment to pensioners, and
_creating workplaces izm_.o
.age is seen as an assel. .-

- Older people aren’t the
umm" they’re a vital part of.

Britain’s present and future. -
it’s time we recognised their

value and gave them the -
ovuo====< to =.i<m
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