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renewed its commitment to
fr work in December,

nng

ers comes despite the lender announc-
1 ing 95 more bank branch closures, in
' addition to 49 already earmarked to
1§ shut this year. Lloyds Banking Group
I hasclosed 1470 sites in the past decade,

| according to consumer group Which?,

A Lloyds spokesman said that cus-
tomers could use the bank’s mobile app
‘toscan cheques and added that “very
few people choose to deposit cheques
‘at the Post Office”.
| However, campaigners warned the
change could isolate elderly customers
‘#and those in rural areas. Cheryl

 Ms Cottle-Hunkin added: “Decisions
are often made by people living in
urban areas - they don’t realise the

impact on rural communities.

“We haven’t even got public trans-
port in many areas. This will hit

vulnerable people the hardest.”
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1470

Branches closed by Lloyds
Banking Group, which includes
Halifax and Bank of Scotland,
in the past decade

 states that

“provide reasonable al
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impact when closing branches and |
: itives for

cash access. Bl

More than 6,300 branche
closed in the past decade. Currently,
4,0 out of the UK’s 650 constituencies
do not have any branches, while 88 are |
down to their last one, according to
data from consumer group Which?.

Banking hubs, run by the Post
Office and funded by high street
banks, were designed to act as a
safety net for isolated customers to
access cash. _

There are 250 hubs across the UK,
with plans to expand to 350 by the end
of the current Parliament. However,
the national rollout of hubs has been
hit by delays and critics have described
their facilities as “inadequate”.
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